
Old Forge
Firefighters Drill School
September 11th-14th, 2025

The Adirondacks Original and Best Fire school in its 58th year!



Old ForgeOld Forge
EVENT SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH, 2025

18:30 9/11 Memorial Service 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH, 2025

08:30-10:15 Planning and Implementing a Training
Program

Propane Emergencies & Live Burn08:30-15:30 

Fire Behavior08:30-10:30 

Warehouse Fires08:30-10:15 

15:30-20:30 Registration
13:30-17:30 271 Golf Tournament (Thendara G.C.)

07:30-19:30 Registration

Water Sprinkler Trailer (Part 1)08:30-15:30 

12:15-13:15 Lunch

13:00-15:30 dealing with Meth Lab Emergencies

13:00-15:30 Water Sprinkler Trailer (Part 2)

14:00-16:00 Vendor appreciation night
(enjoy appetizers while meeting our
vendors who support this event!)

16:30-17:30 Junior Push Ball

17:30-18:30 Adult Push Ball

20:00-00:00 Band: HOT KOGEN

On behalf of the organizing
committee, I would like to extend a
warm welcome to each of you as
we gather for our 58th annual Old
Forge Firefighter's Drill School. 
This event is an incredible
opportunity to hone our skills,
share knowledge and foster a
sense of camaraderie that is so
vital to our profession. 
Every year, we strive to provide a
challenging yet supportive
environment where firefighters of
all levels can learn, grow and
improve their abilities, and this
year will be no different. 
The drills and training exercises
have been carefully designed to
test our abilities, enhance our
response times and ensure we are
prepared for any emergency
situation that may arise. 
I encourage you to take full
advantage of the resources and
expertise available here, whether
you're here to refine your
techniques or learn something
new, we all share the same mission:
to serve and protect our
communities to the best of our
abilities. 
Thank you for your commitment to
this vital work. I look forward to a
successful and rewarding drill
school experience with all of you -
Stay safe and keep learning! 
Be Kind, 
Dawn Schweinsberg 
Committee Chair 

13:00-14:30 Round Table Discussion: Issues Facing the
Fire Service

20:00-23:00 Block Party & Music by Jamie Loson



Old ForgeOld Forge
EVENT SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH, 2025

08:30-15:00 Youth training 

08:30-10:15 National Grid: First Responder Utility
Safety Training

08:30-10:15 Swiss Army Engine Operations

08:30-11:30 Traffic Incident Management 

08:30-11:30 Commanding In Water REscues

09:00-12:00 Suburban Tach/House Fire

15:00-16:00 Parade 

19:00-20:00 Awards Ceremony 

20:00-00:00 Band: 315

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH, 2025

12:00 Old Forge Fire Department Big Bucks
Drawing

07:30-15:30 Registration

ATTENTION FIREFIGHTERS
ATTENDING FIRE SCHOOL

2025 

All participants involved in
any training or activities
during Fire School Weekend –
September 11–14, 2025, are
required to complete a Hold
Harmless Agreement prior to
participation.

Download the form here: 

https://bit.ly/3FWfkeP

Or use the QR code at the
bottom of this page. 

Please bring your completed
form with you to registration.
No form = No participation.

Help us keep things running
smoothly and safely—thank
you for your cooperation!



Junior FF ActivitiesJunior FF Activities

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH, 2025

07:30-08:00 *Registration (North Street Pavilion) 

08:00-08:10 *Morning Meeting 

08:10-09:00 Session 1

09:00-09:10 Break/rotation

09:10-10:00 Session 2

010:00-10:10 Break/rotation

10:50-11:00 Break/rotation

12:00 Lunch and Certificates 

10:10-10:50 Session 3

11:00-11:50 Session 4

*at registration and morning meeting junior firefighters will
be broken into teams and will rotate learning stations. These
stations will include: Lifenet, Initial Fire attack, REscuing a
downed firefighter, search and rescue techniques, and EMS. 

Be sure to enter your Junior team for our pushball 
on  Friday at 16:30!!!



Meet the Instructors:

Chief Tony Sege

Jon Shepard

Dave Denniston

John Pitman

Sylvan Beach Dive TEam

NYS Police

Interested in Being a
Featured Presenter at
the 2026 Old Forge Fire

School?

As we gear up for another great year at the Old

Forge Fire School, we’re already looking ahead to

2026! We’re seeking experienced and passionate

instructors to be featured presenters at next year’s

event.

If you have valuable knowledge, skills, or

experiences to share, this is a great opportunity to

contribute to firefighter training, connect with

others in the fire service, and make an impact.

Scan the QR code below or visit this link:

https://bit.ly/3FI15u1

 to learn more and express your interest. We’d

love to hear from you!

Chief Sam Usborne

Ed Mann

Jerry Knapp

tony McIntyre

Chief Mike Biviano



Class DetailsClass Details

Warehouse Fires  (Ed Mann)

Meth Lab  (NYS Police)

Propane Emergencies & Live Burn  (John pitman)
This class will review: physical properties and characteristics of propane and the importance of remembering them

during a propane emergency; methods to control propane vapor when released into atmosphere; firefighting techniques

utilized to mitigate leaking propane as well as fires involving propane. Turnout gear required. Limited Enrollment.

Fire Behavior  (Chief Sam Usborne)
Understanding fire behavior and building construction as it relates to the fire service is arguably the most important

aspect of our job. In this program, firefighters will observe changes in fire behavior from the outside while typical

fireground actions are simulated. Firefighters will recognize the vast difference in fire dynamics with the synthetic fuels

used in homes today versus the fuel the fire service is using in training towers. This two-hour training includes a

classroom presentation, followed by an interactive demonstration using a 10-square-foot dollhouse prop. The unit

provides a safe, inexpensive way to discuss fireground strategies/tactics to improve firefighter safety and victim

survivability.

Water Sprinkler Trailer Part 1 & 2  (Jon Shepard & Chief Mike Biviano) 
Overview of Fire Alarm and Fire Sprinkler Systems: Understand the basic system types and how they function. Hands

on Experience and practical training with real equipment. Classroom instruction as well as hands on portion in the on

site fire protection lab. 

Planning and Implementing a Training Program  (Dave Denniston)
This course reviews best practices for creating a robust training program in a volunteer fire department.

You will learn how to ensure your training program produces positive outcomes, accomplishes training goals, and

prepares members to run safe and effective operations.

This class will help you better understand the significant challenges large warehouse fires pose due to their unique

structural, operational, and material hazards. Effective fire protection design, robust water supply systems, and

coordinated fire service operations are crucial to managing these incidents. Case studies will be used to highlight the

importance of pre-planning, and training to mitigate risks and ensure safety. By understanding these special problems

and learning from past incidents, firefighters and officers can develop more effective strategies to combat large

warehouse fires and minimize their impact.

Combining classroom lecture and training with the NYS Mobile Meth lab, this class will help first responders identify

and react to emergencies that involve methamphetamines and other dangerous chemicals.  

Round Table Discussion: Issues Facing The Fire Service
Join members from six different departments as we have a group discussion about difficulties

facing departments such as recruitment, retention, requirements, and what it means to be a

first responder in today’s fire service. 



Class DetailsClass Details

National Grid: First Responder Utility Safety Training  (Tony McIntyre)
Developed with the assistance of local fire-fighting professionals, National Grid offers training that provides emergency

response personnel with the information they need to safely identify and respond to incidents that may involve electric

power lines and other utility facilities. The training will include Pipeline Safety Compliance (811), Live Line

demonstration and Downed Power Line Presentation.

Suburban Tach/House Fire  (Jerry Knapp)
This program is broken down into several classroom sections.  

Introduction and how to use $20,000,000 worth of research conducted by Underwriters Laboratories specifically on

house fires to improve strategic and tactical operations (size up, search, rescue, fire attack and ventilation).

Basement fires: Case studies of successful operations and where others led to line of duty deaths.

First floor fires: This section provides a thorough update on modern fire dynamics so firefighters 

can apply the proper tactics.

Second floor fires: Case studies and updates on tactics for search/rescue and dangers of 

modified single family homes 

Attic Fires: New nozzle techniques for attic fires

Fire Envelopment:  Explanation new tactics necessary for this situation

Swiss Army Engine Operations  (Dave Denniston) 
We use our engine on just about every run we go on, but is every run the same? In this course we will explore the

workhorse of our fleets, the engine, and discuss ways to optimize how your engine crew responds to various runs. We

will share some tried and true procedures, and maybe even invent some new ones, as you network with fellow

firefighters from various departments. Turnout gear required. Limited Enrollment.

Commanding In Water Rescues  (Sylvan Beach FD)
The program we will be providing at the Old Forge School encompasses a little bit of everything our team has to offer.

The first part of the course will include classroom time to discuss rescues, identify the type of equipment needed in

various situations, flood types, fire suppression on a water vessel, and general safety of water emergencies. The second

part of the course will be hands-on skills of throw ropes, assisting a victim from the water, and potential fire

suppression. Personal Flotation Device Required. Limited Enrollment.

Traffic Incident  Management  (Tony Sege)
This Presentation will address new NYS laws and review those laws that are current in effect as they apply to the

authority of the Fire Police Office and/or Firefighter conducting traffic control. The discussion will focus its attention

on the Fire Police Officers role, complacency on the job that can cause injury, understanding highway safety, taking into

the account the many factors that impact traffic flow and traffic management. 





Shirt Pre-orderShirt Pre-order

Class Time First Choice
Alternate pick, in case first

choice is full

Friday, AM

Friday, PM

Saturday, AM

RegistrationRegistration

August 15 , 2025th

Short Sleeve

1/4 Zip

Crewneck Sweatshirt

*** For Size 3x or 4x add $3 per shirt***

$25 

$50 

$36(front logo only)

$60 
Pre-

Conference

$75 at the door

Registration + Shirt Total:

Mail Completed forms by August 31 2025 to:

Old Forge Fire School

PO Box 1170

Old Forge, NY 13420



Mail Completed forms by August 31 2025 to:

Old Forge Fire School

PO Box 1170 Old Forge, NY 13420

Mail Completed forms by August 31 2025 to:

Old Forge Fire School

PO Box 1170

Old Forge, NY 13420

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH, 2025

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH, 2025



Cicero, NY 13039

All Proceeds to benefit
believe 31 and believe 271 as
we assist our brother and
sister firefighters battling
cancer or other life
threatening illnesses.

Believe 31 and Believe 271 
Golf Tournament for a Cure



Name Rank/Title Years of  Service

In Memoriam Submission Form
As part of our annual Memorial Service at Fire School on September 11, 2025, we honor the memory of firefighters

who have passed away in the previous year. Please provide the names of any department members who have passed
between September 1, 2024, and August 31, 2025. If you would like a photo as part of our presentation please send a

.jpeg to president@offd.org
Fire Department Information

Fire Department Name: ____________________________________
Contact Person: ____________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________________
Email Address: ____________________________________

(Attach additional sheets if needed.)
Submission Information

Submission Deadline: August 31, 2025
Please return this form to: Old Forge Fire School PO Box 1170 Old Forge, NY 13420 . If you have any questions,

contact President Richard Mathy Via Email: President@offd.org.
Thank you for helping us honor the service and sacrifice of our fellow firefighters.


